Red Wine Reserve
PASSAGEM 2012
THE IDEA
Quinta das Bandeiras is a 100 hectare property located on the River
Douro near Pocinho right opposite the famous Vale Meão. Until Vale Meão
became well known in its own right, its grapes went into producing Barca
Velha, the Vega Sicilia of Portugal. So Bandeiras’s location couldn’t
have been more perfect.
Bought by the Bergqvist family (Quinta de la Rosa), the wine is called
PASSAGEM and is a joint venture between Jorge Moreira (wine maker) and
the Bergqvists.

GRAPE VARIETIES
50% Touriga Nacional, 50% Touriga Franca,

TASTING NOTES
It is very interesting to compare the two different terroirs and regions of
the Douro. The wines from la Rosa have a greater minerality whilst the
Douro Superior produces fruitier, aromatic, more expressive wines. Jorge
successfully manages to keep the freshness and balance in these.
The concentration of colour and intensity of aromas is immediately
obvious when tasting the Passagem 2012 Reserve. It is a very expressive
wine, full of happiness, where the Douro Superior’s soil and the Touriga
Nacional grapes meet in an explosion of fruit. Initially, on the palate,
mature fruit flavours, almost sweet, soon give way to intense, complex
floral notes, in particularly violet, with citric nuances. Well structured
with great character, nothing in excess, this wine is balanced and
pleasurable.

PRODUCTION NOTES
We had a very dry winter/spring which meant the vineyard suffered as
water stocks were not replenished. Yields were initially low from an
uneven flowering and poor weather during this period. We had some rain
in the late spring but virtually none fell in the summer months (we
normally have some thunderstorms or a few days of low pressure). Lack
of water meant the grapes were small and concentrated and took longer
to mature.
We started picking relatively late and slowly. As usual Jorge was careful
about what to pick and consequently the grapes that came into the winery
were in perfect condition. We picked all of Bandeiras before it started
raining on 23rd and 25th September. Yields were 40% down on 2011 and
2010 but these were very abundant years

MATURATION AND BOTTLING
The wine was matured in Allier French oak casks, mainly Francois Freres,
Taransaud and Seguin Moreau, for 18 months before being bottled late in
2014.

5 - 10 years
10 000 bottles
14.5 %
5,3 g/dm3
0,7 g/dm3
3,6
90 mg/dm3
0,6 g/dm3

